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The obvious question here is: did VW really need another hot hatch in their range? The Golf GTI still remains a class 
leader (although it is very expensive) and the Polo GTI has also turned out to be a decent little sports hatch. Those of 
you old enough will also remember the days when the Polo was the smallest car in the VW range – by some margin. 
Now it’s much bigger than the original Golf and even the new Up is taller than a MK1 Golf (albeit a little shorter).  
So, who is the Up aimed at and why the need to make a GTI version? 

Well the market is fairly saturated, but there has been an upsurge in 
small hot hatches – not quite reminiscent of the hot hatch heyday in 
the 90s, but still significant. Despite the obvious advances in car design 
and features, there is still a desire for a simple, small car, devoid of 
distractions and designed to entertain.
Although modern twin-clutch DSG gearboxes are a technical 
marvel and fitted to many cars across the VW range, there is no 
escaping the fact that they are little anaemic and sterile. There is no 
feedback and no involvement from the driver in most cases (and 
how many are actually placed into manual mode?). It’s a fact not lost 
on manufacturers and many (including Porsche) have gone back to 
offering manual gearboxes. 
No doubt, the reason for not offering the DSG option on the  
Up GTI was one of cost (and weight), but the car is all the better  
for it. Something about small hot hatches has always appealed to  
me. I grew up with them and owned several (Peugeot 205 GTI, 
Peugeot 306 S16 & Renault Clio V6). Having a small, hard revving 
engine (in the case of the Up, a turbo-charged, 1 litre, 3-cylinder unit), 

in a compact body, mated to a manual gearbox, ticks a lot of boxes 
for me. Power isn’t spectacular, but it is good enough to see 0-60 
in around 8.5 seconds – not too shabby for a junior GTI. Above all, 
cars like this are meant to be fun and the fun should be extracted 
at relatively low speeds – no need for track days and 800bhp  
monsters here.
The upsurge in popularity of these cars, mentioned earlier, has been 
largely driven by the Renault Twingo GT and Abarth (Fiat 500) 595. 
And these cars remain the natural competitors to the Up GTI. The 
Up scores well by undercutting both in price and offering comparable 
performance (the Up GTI, being only half a second off the Abarth 
595 0 to 60 time).
Although it is not the most advanced setup in terms of suspension 
and engineering, it is fun, but there is no escaping the harsh ride and 
the feeling that this is a small car sitting on lowered suspension to 
make it ‘sportier’ (which it is). But when you consider that it costs just 
£14,000 and will return 50 mpg, then it starts to make a case for itself. 
Prepare to be surprised.

 &  awayUP
The Amarok and its main rivals (Nissan’s Navara, Ford’s Ranger 
and the Mitsubishi L200) exploit a loophole in tax law that allows 
‘dual use’ light commercial vehicles, with four seats and a maximum 
1000Kg load capacity. This classification as a commercial vehicle 
makes them cheaper by virtue of the VAT than can be reclaimed. To 
illustrate this, if the V6 Amarok was classed as a normal car in the UK, 
it would attract a benefit-in-kind tax rate of 37% of its purchase price  
(about the same as Shogun and therefore costing a higher rate tax 
payer about £4700 a year). This would make it a non-starter for  
just about any one (and is the reason why there are virtually no 
private sales of Amarok’s in the UK). But because it is a commercial 
vehicle, the higher rate tax payer would be paying just £1200 a year 
(and this is before the reclaimed VAT and company fuel benefits  
are considered).
The more recent development in these vehicles is very much 
towards the premium market with interiors that look and feel as 
if they have come from a normal 4x4. You are now just as likely to 

see an Amarok towing a jet ski as a pallet of bricks. This premium 
market has been very much recognised by Volkswagen and rather 
than dramatically change the looks of the Amarok, with its recent face 
lift, they concentrated on a larger engine (shared with the Touareg 
and Audi Q7) and better interiors.
Sitting behind the wheel, it is easy to forget that this is not a standard 
SUV. It is only the slightly harsh ride and rear-end bounce, thanks to 
the ladder frame chassis, that gives the game away. Regardless of this, 
it is still miles better than your average transit van. The new V6 diesel 
gives the Amarok plenty of power and torque, but it is a little thirsty, 
with mid-30s MPG being realistic.
The Amarok is only available as a double cab, so it is a genuine 5-seater 
and the rear passenger also benefit from the interior improvements, 
with better seats and equipment. The more time spent with the 
Amarok, the more appeal it has. As a place to spend your working 
day it is a massive improvement over the normal van environment. 
Volkswagen may just be onto a winner.
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Tuff   muvver
The Amarok is in that curious middle ground between 4x4 SUV and commercial vehicle. 
It is not as practical as a van or as large and luxurious as, say, the Touareg, but there is no 
doubting that a significant market exists for these vehicles – not least because of the tax 
advantages as a commercial vehicle. And if you spend a large proportion of your day in a 
commercial vehicle, it is not hard to see the appeal of the Amarok which now features a 
large V6 diesel engine and a new premium interior.




